
  



25 Day Devotional to Live a Life of “No More Ordinary!” 

 

Day 1 
 

Change your focus from temporary to eternal! 
 

 We get so caught up in the temporary, don’t we?  From TV shows ... to 

elections ... to the weather ... to sporting events ... to diets ... to offenses ... to 

disappointments ... to careers. 

 

 When Jesus walked on planet earth, He realized that human beings were 

disconnected between that which was temporary and that which was eternal.  

He saw that we, the object of His creation and His great love, were not only 

focusing on the wrong things but we worried about them! 

 

 “... Do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you 
will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, that they 
do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they?  And who of you by 
being worried can add a single hour to his life?  ... But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” - Matthew 

6:25-27, 33 

 

 From this day forward, absolutely refuse to allow your flesh to take you 

down the dead-end street of focusing on the wrong things or worrying about 

temporary things. 

 

 The word “seek” is the Greek word “zeteo” and it describes a person 

who is so intent on obtaining the object of his or her affection that absolutely 

nothing will distract him or her from this sole pursuit.  Does that describe 

your attitude toward your pursuit of the Kingdom of God? 

 

 Starting today, every morning ... before your feet hit the floor ... pause 

for a minute and pray this prayer: 

 

 “Lord, I will seek You first and foremost today!  I will never give up my 

pursuit of all that You are and all that You have for me.” 

 

 



Day 2 

 

Forgive someone! 
 
 If you desire to live the life of your dreams and of God’s dreams, you will 

absolutely and totally forgive someone from your past who has wronged you.  

You will forgive someone who painfully mistreated you and wrongly abused 

you.  You will completely forgive someone who has ruined your reputation or 

used you and then threw you away with the day’s odious trash. 

  

 Forgiveness truly is the key to victory in every area of your life and it just 

may be the way out of your depression.  It will certainly be the escape route 

from your bitterness and your anger. 

 

 “Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother 
sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?  Jesus said to him, “I do 
not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” – Matthew 

18:21 & 22 

 

 Forgive someone who doesn’t deserve it!!  No one actually “deserves” 

forgiveness, do they?!  Forgiveness always happens when the innocent one lets 

the guilty one go free.   

 

 This will be the most potent and long-lasting gift that you can give 

yourself: the gift of forgiving someone in your past.  Forgiveness has the 

intrinsic power of impacting your life in a multitude of other areas. 

 

 I used to teach that “forgiveness doesn’t change your past ... it changes 

your future!”  But now I realize that forgiveness, does indeed, change your 

past.  It releases you from the pain of yesterday and the vice-grip of your past.  

Forgiveness changes your perception of your personal history! 

 

 Forgiveness changes how you treat people today and how you process 

today’s pain.  Forgiveness sets you into your destiny with a power and a joy 

that only heaven could deliver! 

 

 I said it before ... and I will say it again ... forgive someone! 
  

 
 



Day 3 

 

Forgive daily! 
 

 This, my friends, is a daily choice of power and purpose!  Forgive daily!! 

 

 “For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will 

not forgive your transgressions.” - Matthew 6: 14 & 15. 

 

 Never allow an offense to grow, then to fester and finally to become 

infected. 

 

 When someone pulls in front of you in traffic ... bless them in Jesus’ 

Name! 

 

 When your spouse forgets your birthday ... or to take out the trash ... or 

seems uninterested in your point of view … forgive and fix his favorite meal or 

take her out to dinner at her favorite restaurant! 

 

 When your mother-in-law steps on your feelings ... forgive her and be 

sweet! 

 

 When your best friend talks too much the very day that you are in pain 

and need his or her listening ear ... forgive and listen with interest while your 

loquacious friend jabbers away! 

 

 When your boss overlooks you for the raise or for the bonus ... forgive 

him and work even harder! 

 

 Make it one of your most important and significant resolutions to forgive 

daily and forgive quickly.  You will feel lighter and healthier than if you had 

lost 50 pounds! 

 

Forgive daily! 

 
 

 

 

 



Day 4 

 

Worship because of! 
 
 Worship because Jesus is Lord! 

  Worship because you are loved with an everlasting love! 

   Worship because you have been forgiven! 

    Worship because He is worthy!! 

 

 “I will give thanks to the Lord according to His righteousness and will 

sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.” - Psalm 7:17 

 

 Worship, like forgiveness, has the power to change your life 

dramatically!  Worship is what will take your focus of you and place it on the 

God of eternity and creation. 

 

 “I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your Name, O Most 

High.” - Psalm 9:2 

 

 Worship because He is the God of miracles! 

  Worship because He hears us when we pray! 

   Worship because His mercies are new every morning! 

    Worship because He gives strength to weary pilgrims! 

 

 “And my tongue shall declare Your righteousness and Your praise all 

day long.” - Psalm 35:28 

 

 Awake every morning with a song in your heart and then let it come out 

of your mouth!  Sing out loud!  Sing in the shower and while the coffee is 

brewing!  Worship in the car and while you are putting your make-up on!  

Praise the Lord while you are wiping the kitchen counter and folding laundry! 

 

 If you want to ensure that every day of your life will be a glorious and 

great day ... you will open your mouth in worship! 

 

 “My mouth is filled with Your praise and with Your glory all day long.” - 

Psalm 71:8 

 

Worship because of! 
 



Day 5 

 

Worship in spite of! 
 
 This challenge to “worship in spite of” determines exactly of what stuff 

you are made!  This daily choice demonstrates the difference between a 

common man or woman and an uncommon Christian. 

 

 “Why are you in despair, O my soul?  And why have you become 

disturbed within me?  Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him, the help of my 

countenance and my God.” - Psalm 42:11 
 

 When life doesn’t turn out the way you wanted it to ... will you worship 

still? 

 

 When you are waiting ... and waiting ... and waiting ... for God to answer 

a prayer ... will you worship still? 

 

 When your circumstances are rotten and people are cantankerous ... will 

you worship still? 

 

 When you are in pain and your heart is broken in a million little pieces 

... will you worship still? 

 

 When you are all alone and no one seems to care ... will you worship 

still? 

 

 “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your 

faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested 

by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love HIm and though 

you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy 

inexpressible and full of glory.” - I Peter 1:6-8 

 

 If you long to guarantee the hope that your life will be a life like no other 

then you will resolve in your heart not only to “worship because of” but also 

“in spite of”! 

 

Worship in spite of! 



Day 6 

 

Celebrate Life in Your Corner of the World! 
 
 Although you cannot choose all of the circumstances of your life, you are 

able to choose how you respond to those circumstances.  You choose your 

heart attitudes and habits regardless of the climate of your life.  Live 

wholeheartedly on ordinary days.  Live passionately on mediocre days.   

 

 Don’t be filled with worry and fear.  Reject worry and fear!  Ignore worry 

and fear!  Ban worry and fear!  Be filled with joy and the grand expectation of 

all that God has for you.  Live in constant and breathless anticipation that the 

God of all hope has something good up His miraculous sleeve with your 

name on it. 

 

 “This is the day that the Lord has made; I will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
– Psalm 118:24 
 

 Don’t waste one minute of your life in boredom or shame.  One of the 

greatest miracles of a life well-lived is that you can make a conscious effort to 

celebrate every day of your life as a rare and priceless gift. 

 

 Declare with me today, “I will not waste one more day of my life!  Not 

one hour!  Not one minute!” 

 

 I will not take for granted the miracle of an ordinary day.  I will use my 

fine china and buy flowers for no reason at all.  I will smile at strangers and 

hug children. 

 

 I will not correct, critique or criticize my friends and family but will look 

for opportunities to encourage them daily. 

 

 I will listen to Christmas music on October 1 or whenever I feel like it! 

I will go for walks while there are still dishes in my sink.   

 

 I will tell my husband or wife, “I love you dearly” every day!  If I don’t 

have a husband or a wife ... I will tell SOMEONE that I love them every day. 

 

 I will cheer for my favorite teams whether they win or lose.  I will 

celebrate life! 



Day 7 

 

Develop a Lifestyle of Prayer! 
 
 “Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought 

to pray and not to lose heart.” - Luke 18:1 

 

 Jesus wanted to teach His disciples the importance of persistent and 

enduring prayer and told them a story about a judge and a widow. 

 

 The judge was a Godless man who didn’t even like people.  The widow 

was in some type of legal battle and she repeatedly kept coming to this judge 

asking for legal protection from her opponent. 

 

 At first, the judge ignored her but then he said to himself, “Even though I 

do not fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will 

give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me 

out.” (Luke 18:1-8) 

 

 I believe that Jesus is challenging believers of every generation to wear 
Him out in prayer!  Is that even possible?!  To wear God out in prayer?  I 

don’t know ... but I can tell you this ... I am going to try!! 

 

 Why worry when you can pray?  God has given us the vehicle through 

which we can change not only our own circumstances but also the world.  

Prayer has the power to change people, circumstances, events, times and even 

history! 

 

 Worry never changes one circumstance, situation or person!  Worry puts 

you in a tenacious stronghold and in agreement with Satan, the deceiver of 

believers. 

 

 You were not created for worry but you were created for sweet 

communion with God on your knees in the prayer closet of your heart.  One 

of the most marvelous aspects of prayer is that you can do it any place ... any 

time ... anywhere! 

 

 Learn this lovely secret of prayer: People can run from your words but 

never escape the impact of your prayers!  

 



 Perhaps you should consider buying a prayer journal and being 

consistent in daily prayer.  Write down the people, desires and events for 

which you are praying.  Pray every day!  Wear God out!  I dare you! 

 

 Resolve to be a prayer warrior that hell fears and that heaven applauds!   

 

 Resolve to be a prayer warrior that Satan himself runs from when he 

hears you coming! 

 

 Resolve to have such a commitment to prayer that heaven taps you on 

the shoulder at all times of the day and night and places a prayer request in 

your heart and mind. 

 

 Prayer should never be your last response ... it should always be your 

first response!  We are the first responders!  We are the people of God who 

believe in the power of prayer! 

 

 I resolve to pray!  Every day!  Everywhere!  At all times! 

 

 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” - Philippians 4:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 8 

 

Read Great Books! 
 
 One of my very favorite things to do is to curl up with a great book.  I 

confess ... I am a read-aholic and every time I walk into a bookstore or library, 

I find myself praying the same prayer that I did in the fifth grade, “Jesus!  Let 

me live long enough to read all of these books!” 

 

 Let me challenge you, don’t just read the “twaddle” of the day but read 

books that will stick to you ... like oatmeal does!   

 

 I love the taste of Chinese food but I am always ravenously hungry about 

20 minutes after I eat it!  But now ... when I eat a bowl of hearty oatmeal, 

there are no hunger pangs for hours.   

 

 It is the same way with books:  if you only read “twaddle” you will never 

be filled up nor satisfied.  However, if you challenge yourself to read some of 

the greatest books ever written, there will be a satisfaction and completion 

about your life that will astound you! 

 

 “He who walks with wise men will himself be wise.” - Proverbs 13:20. 

 

 One way that we can walk with the wise men and women of the ages is to 

read the books that have been written by the greatest minds and hearts of 

every generation. 

 

 My challenge to you, as you ponder with what you will fill your mind and 

heart, is to read a life-changing book every month.  Not all of these suggested 

books are “easy reads” but I can guarantee you that they are all “worth-it 

reads” and that each book will add wisdom to your life. These are my 

suggestions as you endeavor to live a life of no more ordinary: 

 

 January: “The Circle Maker” by Mark Batterson 

 

 February: “A Severe Mercy” by Sheldon Vanauken 

 

 March:  “Not My Will” by Francena Arnold 

 

 April: “The Applause of Heaven” by Max Lucado 



 

 May: “Stepping Heavenward” by Elizabeth Prentiss 

 

 June:  “Ruth, A Portrait:The Story of Ruth Bell Graham” by Patricia  

 Cornwall 

 

 July: “I Declare” by Joel Osteen 

 

 August: “Bonhoeffer:  Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy” by Eric Metaxas 

 

 September:  “The Pursuit of God” by A. W. Tozer 

 

 October:  “When I Lay My Isaac Down” by Carol Kent 

 

 November:  “Evidence Not Seen” by Darlene Rose 

 

 December:  “Two From Galilee” by  Marjorie Holmes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 9 

 

Invest in Something Greater Than Yourself 
 
 If we are not careful, our lives can evolve from one season to another 

with only the remembrance of gray mediocrity.  We can spend a lifetime 

doing nothing more than driving to and from work, wondering if the coffee 

pot is turned off and fretting about the upcoming and daunting insurance 

payment.   

 

 Life is meant to be so much more than all of that ... but you must be the 

one to make it more than all of that!  Invest in something greater than 
yourself!  Discover a cause, a person or a ministry that resonates with your 

soul and then become involved in it. 
 

 Pray for this cause!  Add this ministry, person or cause to your daily 

prayer list and commit to invest yourself in perpetual prayer for its long-term 

success.  Nothing ever happens of any eternal value without people who are 

committed to prayer.  Billy Graham had 3 women who prayed for him from 

the time he was a young evangelist.  Although we don’t know their names, 

their reward is immeasurable! 

 

 Give financially to this cause!  We can all give something: sometimes it is 

not how much you give but just that you give.  Not all can give large amounts, 

but all can give something.   

 

 “Give and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good 
measure – pressed down, shaken together and running over.  For by your 
standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” – Luke 7:38 
 

 Become personally involved with this cause, person or ministry.  

Volunteer to stuff envelopes. Tell other people about this ministry or cause.  

Give of yourself, your time and your talents.  Call the office or the person in 

charge and ask what you can do to help promote the ministry. 

 

 When you look back at your life, it won’t be the hours spent in front of 

the TV that will create a memorable life.  It will be the time that you invested 

in something greater than yourself that will determine the value of how well 

you lived.  Trust me.  I know. 

 



Day 10 

 

Serve Someone Every Day! 
 
 In this world of “me first” ... “I know best” ... and “it’s all about me”, 

servanthood is not esteemed nor is it embraced.  Servanthood is actually 

looked down upon and thought to be a weakness rather than a strength. 

 

 Not so in the Kingdom of God. 

 

 “But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them and their great men exercise authority over 
them. 
 
 “It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great 
among you shall be your servant, 
 
 “And whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; 
 
 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” - Matthew 10:25-28 

 

 The message to the disciples of Jesus in the 21st. Century remains the 

same.  If you want to be great in the Kingdom of God, learn how to serve 

somebody.  Every day.   

 

 Let someone else go first in traffic. 

  Pay for someone’s coffee in the drive-through line. 

   Volunteer to clean the bathrooms at church. 

 

 Do the dishes.  Wipe the counter.  Fold the laundry.  Sweep the floor. 

  

 Take a meal to a friend. 

  Slip a $20 bill to a young family. 

   Shovel your neighbor’s driveway or mow their yard. 

 

 If your heart’s desire is to live an extraordinary life, you will lay down 

your own agenda, your opinions and your sense of entitlement and learn the 

nobility of serving others.  It is, after all, what Jesus would do. 

 



Day 11 

 

Give more than you can afford to give. 
 
 If you are judging by the health of your checkbook whether or not you 

can afford to give, you will never give the amount that Jesus requires.  Sincere 

believers never determine their ability to give by their income, their savings 

account, their retirement funds or by the state of the national economy.  

Sincere believers determine their ability to give by the size of the God that 

they serve. 

 

 “And He sat down opposite the treasury and began observing how the 
people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were 
putting in large sums. 
 
 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to 
a cent. 
 
 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this 
poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 
 

 For they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in 
all she owned, all she had to live on.” - Mark 12:41-44. 

 

 How much have you given to the Kingdom of God this year?  Have you 

given only what you could afford to give?  Have you given merely out of your 

surplus? 

 

 I believe that tithing to the local church is only where our commitment to 

giving begins.  Everything that I have and own is His!  It is my delight to give 

my time ... my finances ... my home ... my talents and gifts ... in service to His 

Kingdom. 

 

 If you gave 10% last year - then this year make it your goal to give 11%.  

Then next year - give 12% 

 

 This is what I know ... you can never out-give the Lord!  God always 

takes care of givers so give away!   

 

 Be a lavish and extravagant giver to the Kingdom of God!  Sing and laugh 



while you give to His work at this time in history!  I don’t think that it is 

possible to give until it hurts ... because whenever I give to Him ... He gives 

more abundantly back to me!  There is nothing painful about that relationship 

at all! 

 

 If you want to live a life that smacks of heaven’s pleasure then you must 

resolve to give more than you can afford to give!  After all, you can’t afford not 

to give! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Day 12 
 

Pray for a Miracle! 
 
 Have you ever been part of a miracle?!  A bona-fide miracle?!  If not ... 

have you ever prayed for one?  Evaluate your life right now.  What miracle do 

you need?  Or, perhaps, what miracle does someone in your family need 

today?  

 

 Begin to pray for this particular miracle today and don’t give up praying.  

Don’t ever, ever, every give up praying! 

 

 Pray for someone to be healed in Jesus’ Name.  Pray for a financial 

breakthrough that seems impossible.  Pray for a relationship to be healed that 

has been broken for years.  Pray for a life that has been in bondage to sin and 

addiction. 

 

 “For nothing will be impossible with God.” – Luke 1:37 
 

 Every time that you pause to pray for anything at all, remember, also, to 

pray for this particular miracle!  Miracles still happen and the reason that they 

happen is because someone cares enough to pray.   

 

 Would the walls of Jericho have come tumbling down if Joshua and the 

children of Israel had not marched around it?  I don’t think so ... 

 

 Would the Red Sea have parted if Moses had not lifted up his rod?  I 

don’t think so ... 

 

 Would Jairus’ daughter have been raised from the dead if Jairus had not 

asked?  I don’t think so ... 

 

 I wonder what miracles we are not experiencing simply because we are 

not asking for them! 

 

 We serve a God Who specializes in the miraculous and we honor Him 

when we ask Him to do what He does the best.  Never underestimate His 

power or His desire to move on your behalf. 

 

Pray for a Miracle! 



Day 13 

 

Choose a Fruit of the Spirit that is lacking in your life.  Ask for it.  Study it.  
Pray it.  Live it! 

 
 We all are painfully aware of our personal weaknesses, but when was the 

last time that any of us made a focused attempt to overcome that weakness?  

Let me share with you a strategy that just may help you bolster up the weak 

places in your life. 

 

 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 
law.” – Galatians 5:22 & 23 
 

 Make a list of the 9 Fruits of the Spirit and ask the Lord to reveal to you 

exactly which Fruits of the Spirit you need to cultivate in order to develop an 

extraordinary life. 

 

 When you realize which fruit you need to work on, ask the Lord to 

fertilize it in your life!  Ask Him every day, “Lord, would you please help the 

kindness (or patience ... or goodness ... or whatever one it is that you are 

lacking) grow abundantly in my life?” 

 

 Ask God to give you other particular verses with this particular fruit in it 

and write these verses down in a journal.  Pray these Bible verses over your 

life.  You might want to choose one or two of these strategic verses to 

memorize. 

 

 When you are at the Christian bookstore, look for books that are 

focused on your particular Fruit of the Spirit.   

 

 Listen to the lyrics of songs at church and on the Christian radio station 

and make a mental note to sing songs that focus on your particular fruit. 

 

 You will find that, before you know it, you have an abundant harvest of 

your chosen fruit!  Don’t be surprised when your ability to show this fruit is 

tested!  Display it with the strength and joy of the Lord!  Let others taste and 

see that the Lord is good! 

  

 



Day 14 

 

Work on One Difficult Relationship. 
 
 Let’s admit it.  We all have difficult relationships, don’t we?  We all 

encounter people who are like fingernails on the chalkboard of life.  The 

Cruella deVille’s ... Barney Fife’s ... and Wicked Witches of the West ... in an 

otherwise Mary Poppins world. 

 

 Choose one of these relationships and choose to walk forward in 

forgiveness and hope when dealing with this fractious person. 

 

 Reach out to your difficult person with more kindness than they deserve. 

Refuse to critique, criticize, judge or belittle this person.  Simply be kind. 

 

 Ask them to have lunch with you and listen to their hearts no matter how 

much self-control it takes on your part.  Ask this difficult person how you can 

pray for them this year.  Look for opportunities to serve this person. 

 

 Look for opportunities to talk in an encouraging manner about this 

person.  Always give a good report no matter how they have talked about you.  

Do not lower yourself to their standard of behavior but always choose to be 

the bigger person. 

 

 You might need to ask this person to forgive you for being impatient with 

them or unkind to them in the past.  Humble yourself in this way and expect 

God to do a miracle! 

 

 “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as 
God in Christ also have forgiven you.” – Ephesians 4:32 
 

 Your acceptance of them and encouragement toward them may help you 

to develop a lifelong and healthy friendship. I believe that some of the most 

beautiful relationships are actually forged in the fire.  

 

 Don’t give up on this person but continue to believe that God will help 

you to love this difficult person as much as He does. 

 

 And never forget ... you may be the difficult person that someone else is 

praying for! 



Day 15 
 

Listen to the voices of children ... look into their eyes ... smile at them ... hug 
them! 

 
 There is nothing so delightful as the voice and insight of a child.  The 

sparkle found only in the eyes of a child is both miraculous and eternal.  

 

 When a child breaks into a grin ... it’s as if the entire universe is smiling!   

  And, to hug a child, is to mold the future. 

 

 Assertively and proactively look for children to influence and to love.  

Children in the neighborhood ... children at church ... children at the grocery 

store ... children in a restaurant ... children in your own family ... children in 

your own home. 

 

 You will be richer for your investment in the life of a child. 

  A day is never wasted when spent in the presence of a little one. 

 

 Hold babies.  It is not a waste of time.  It is an investment in the history 

of tomorrow.  Babies don’t need much in terms of materialism.  All they 

really come into the world desiring is just for someone to love them and 

nurture them. 

 

 “But Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” – Matthew 19:14 
 

 You don’t need to buy children “stuff” or “things” ... but they do ache to 

make a memory or two with you.   

 

 Bake cookies together. 

  Go for a walk and look for frogs. 

 

 Spread a blanket out on the grass at night and count the stars. 

  Go to the library and read 10 books out loud. 

 

 Make an ice cream sundae and share it. 

  Pack a picnic lunch and go to the park. 

 

 Time spent with a child is time that you will never, ever regret. 



Day 16 

 

Spend Quality Time with Older People 
 
 Are your grandparents still living?  When was the last time that you 

called them?  When was the last time that you wrote them a long, newsy and 

loving letter? 

 

 Are your parents still alive?  When was the last time you had them over 

for dinner?  When was the last time that you sent them an e-mail “just 

because”?  When was the last time you spent an afternoon just listening to 

your mom or dad share their hearts with you? 

 

 Do you have a favorite aunt or uncle who doted on you as a child?  Can 

you find time to fit that wonderful childhood influencer into your adult life? 

 

 Life is short and the generation that came before will soon be gone. 

When they are gone ... you can still visit them.  But the place that you will visit 

them will be at their resting place in a cemetery.   

 

 “The glory of young men is their strength, and the honor of old men is 

their gray hair.” – Proverbs 20:29 
 

 Visit them now!  Ask them questions about their childhood.  Ask them 

to sing the songs of their generation to you.   

 

 Ask them who they voted for in presidential elections and why.  Ask 

them about their first love.  Ask them about their best childhood friend and 

favorite toy.   

 

 Ask them what historical event happened during their lifetime that 

impacted their life.  Ask them what new inventions were impressive when they 

were young. 

 

 If your family members are all gone, then build a relationship with 

someone older at your church or in your neighborhood.  Take your family to 

a nursing home and play checkers with the residents.  Initially, you will 

mistakenly think that you are spending time with an older person for their 
benefit but it won’t take long before you realize that you are the true 

beneficiary of a golden friendship. 



Day 17 

 

Pray for Divine Appointments! 
 
 Have you discovered the joy and delight of praying for divine 

appointments?! 

 

 Every morning, after I have my morning devotional time in the Word of 

God, I bow my head and simply pray, “Father, Your Word says that You 

order our steps.  I pray that You would order my steps today and give me 

divine appointments.  I pray that You would bring significant people into my 

life today.” 

 

 Then ... I enthusiastically anticipate what God will do every minute of 

that day! 

 

 “The steps of a man are established by the Lord, and He delights in his 
way.” – Psalm 37:23 
 
 The young mom in front of me in the grocery store line with 3 out-of-

control children no longer is a frustration but a divine appointment! 

 

 “I have 5 children and remember your season in life so well!  Can I put 
your groceries on the check-out line for you so that you can help your little 
ones?” 

 

 The postal clerk who is grumpy and out of sorts no longer becomes the 

object of my criticism of all that is wrong with the world but becomes a divine 

appointment! 

 

 “I just want to tell you that I appreciate you!  I am sure that working here 
is not always easy but your job is so vital to so many Americans.  I just want to 
say, “Thank you!” 
 

 When your talkative neighbor stops you as you take out the trash, you no 

longer perceive it as an interruption but as a divine appointment. 

 

 “Hey!  Just wanted to tell you that I have been praying for you and your 
son!  We serve a good God and I know that He is in control!” 

 



 What divine appointments have we missed due to our busy schedules, 

misplaced judgment or critical spirits?  We live among people who are 

desperately in need of a kind word, a minute or two of your time and your 

intentional prayers. 

 

 Praying for divine appointments has always been one of my truly favorite 

disciplines in life!  It never ceases to amaze me what God can do because of 

this simple prayer.   

 

 Now ... if you will excuse me ... I need to go and meet some of my daily 

divine appointments! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 18 

 

Ask God to give you a Scripture or a verse for the year.  Study it.  Memorize 
it.  Pray it.  Live it. 

 
 When our 5 children were growing up, one of our New Year’s traditions 

was that every on January 1, we would give each of them a personal Scripture 

verse for the year.  My husband, Craig, and I prayed during the month of 

December and chose a significant Scripture that seemed to fit each child’s life 

and what they were currently encountering. 

 

 The year that our oldest son, Matt, was a senior in high school, we gave 

him this verse, “But the noble man devises noble plans, and by noble plans, 
he stands.” - Isaiah 32:8. 

 

 The year that our second son, Chris, began leading worship at our 

church and at his high school chapels, we gave him this verse, “This I know, 
that God is for me.  In God whose word I praise, in the Lord whose word I 
praise; In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid.  What can man do to 
me?” - Psalm 56:9-11 
 

 When our daughter, Joy, was enthralled with the princesses of fairy tales, 

we gave her this important verse, “The King’s daughter is all glorious within; 
her clothing is interwoven with gold.” - Psalm 45: 13 

 

 Ask God to give you a significant Scripture verse for each calendar year.  

Ask the Holy Spirit, our Teacher, to reveal to you the personal meaning of 

your chosen Scripture.   

 

 When you go to bed at night, pray the verse over your life.  Memorize 

this verse during the month of January.  Try to find a framed version of the 

Scripture or a plaque that you can hang in your home.   

 

 God does, indeed, have a will for your life and it is found in His Word.  

You will never be the person that God intends for you to be until you start 

living out His Word.  

 

 

 

 



Day 19 

 

Try to track down an old friend and re-connect with him or her. 
 
 Remember your best friend in the third grade?   

 

 Remember the childhood friend who lived around the corner from you 

with whom you would always ride bikes?   

 

 Remember the middle-school friend who came to your house every 

Wednesday after school? 

 

 Remember your fifth grade Sunday School teacher? 

 

 Remember the woman who worked at the corner drugstore and always 

slipped an extra piece of candy into your bag? 

 

 Remember the English teach who taught you how to love the classics? 

 

 We all have people from our past with whom we long to re-connect.  

There is no time like the present!  Choose one of those folks from your 

distant past and try to track them down. 

 

 It’s amazingly easy to do in this age of Facebook, e-mail, twitter and white 

pages.com.   

 

 “A friend loves at all times.” – Proverbs 17:17 
 

 There is an indescribable joy in finding someone who knew you when 

you were young and filled with possibility.  There is a mountain of delight in 

walking down memory lane with someone who knew you before you had 

wrinkles! 

 

 The years are quickly flying by so don’t let another year pass without 

finding that one person who made a difference in your life when you were 

young.   

 

 “Make new friends ... but keep the old.  One is silver and the other 
gold.” 

 



Day 20 

 

Be Physically Fit! 
 
 We are not all Olympic athletes or marathon runners.  However, we 

should all do whatever it takes to be as physically healthy as possible. 

 

 Your body does not belong to you but it belongs to God.  You are 

merely the steward of your body until it wears out.  So ... take good care of it!  

Make sure that it doesn’t wear our sooner than the Maker intended it to wear 

out! 

 

 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who 

is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you 

have been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.” - I 

Corinthians 6: 19 & 20. 

 

 This is a good question to answer as you contemplate how to treat your 

body, “What does it mean to glorify God in my body?” 

 

 If you know that you eat too much junk food, limit junk food to only 

once a week.  Perhaps you should decide to only have a dessert once a week 

and commit to eating whole grains, fruits, vegetables and lean meat for 6 days 

of the week.   

 

 Healthy food still tastes great!  Instead of eating chips - have popcorn!  

Instead of eating ice cream - have a piece of fruit with some yogurt!  Instead of 

eating french fries - have a baked potato with veggies! 

 

 Make a reasonable exercise goal and then stick to it.  It’s ridiculous to 

commit to working out 2 hours a day when last year you only worked out 2 

hours in the entire year! 

 

 God wants to use you so get in tip-top shape for Him and Him alone!   

 

 What 3 choices can you make to ensure that you will be a healthier 

version of you? Write them down and then commit to them.  You might want 

to find a buddy who will hold you accountable for this new and healthier life! 

 

 



Day 21 

 

Be a better listener than you are a talker! 
 
 Press pause.  Take a breath.  Take a deep breath.  Listen to someone 

else.   

 

 “He who guards his mouth and his tongue, guards his soul from 
troubles.” – Proverbs 21:23 
 

 When you are listening, don’t be distracted by playing a game on your 

phone, changing channels with the remote or by picking at your fingernails.   

 

 Look in the communicator’s face and listen to their heart.  It is one of 

the greatest gifts that you will ever give to someone. 

 

 I always try to remind myself that everyone I meet is someone more 

important than I am.  They have valuable opinions and deep heart pain that 

needs to express itself.   

 

 Often, when meeting someone for lunch, my agenda is to simply have no 

agenda so that my lunch companion can have the full pleasure of sharing life 

from his or her point of view.   

 

 Anybody can talk long and hard ... but it is a person of pure gold who 

chooses to listen well.   

 

 When you listen with your whole heart, it is then that you may be 

communicating friendship’s strongest message of all, “You are valuable to 

me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 22 

 

Listen to music! 
 

 Fill your life and your home with the music of His presence.  Sing along 

with the great hymns of the faith and the contemporary worship lyrics of 

today.  One of the most important choices that you will make every day of 

your life is to spend some time with worship music turned up, your hands in 

the air and your voice lifted in praise! 

 

 “Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.” – Ephesians 5:19 
 

 Music has been an integral part of my life since I was a little girl.  I 

learned to sing and play the piano before I could even complete a full 

sentence.  There is nothing that calms my heart like music. 

 

 There is nothing that enables me to dream like music does nor is there 

anything that is able to excite my soul like the power found in music.  

 

 Although worship music and the great hymns of the faith are my primary 

choice of musical preference, I also listen to other types of music throughout 

my daily routine.  I love to listen to Broadway show tunes!  The music of 

Rogers and Hammerstein and Irving Berlin never fails to put a spring in my 

step. 

 

 I love to listen to the classical compositions of composers such as 

Gershwin and Chopin. Enlarge your musical vocabulary and learn the joy of 

having classical music playing in the background of your life. 

  

 Discover the joy of unlocking an untapped musical arena with a new 

artist.  Ask your friends and family members if they could suggest an artist that 

you have never before known.  I have recently found the music of “The 

Annie Moses Band” and have thoroughly loved this family of Juilliard-

educated musicians who give new meaning to the word “creative”! 

 

 Fill your home with music.  Fill your car with music.  Fill your shower 

with music.  Fill your heart with music.  Music is a sweet gift from heaven 

meant to enrich our lives with a sense of daily delight and creativity.  Don’t 

miss the extraordinary depth that only music is able to bring to a weary soul.   



Day 23 

 

Ask God to Reveal Himself to You in Big Ways and in Little Ways. 
 
 Are you brave enough to pray this prayer, “Lord, would you reveal 
Yourself to me?  Would You reveal Yourself to me in little ways and in big 
ways?” 

 
 If you will courageously and consistently pray that simple prayer, you will 

have an awareness of God’s presence and power that has never before been 

entrusted to you. 

 

 You will hear God’s voice in the majesty of a sunset. 

  You will see God’s smile in the daffodils of spring. 

   You will know His peace in the rustle of the autumn leaves. 

 

 You will feel His hand guiding and providing as you cheerfully give to 

His Kingdom. 

 

 You will know His thoughts as you read His Word. 

  You will feel His delight in moments of worship. 

 

 You will be overcome with His strength when you are at your very 

weakest. 

 

 You will experience His presence even in the storms of life. 

 

 God takes pleasure in revealing Himself to His children.  He has only 

been waiting for you to ask! 

 

 “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is 

declaring the word of His hands.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to 

night reveals knowledge.” - Psalm 19: 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 24 

 

Treat someone! 
 
 One of the greatest delights in my marriage has happened when Craig 

and I are eating in a restaurant and pray for the people in the room.  Often, 

we will tell our waitress to give us the check of another family who is dining at 

another table.  We tell her not to tell them who picked up their check, but just 

to let them know that God is taking care of them!  What fun! 

 

 Sometimes when I am in the drive through at a fast food restaurant or 

coffee shop, I will tell the person in the window that I am paying for the car 

behind me.  It doesn’t cost much ... perhaps less than $2 ... but Oh!  The joy 

of knowing that I have just blessed some unsuspecting person! 

 

 Life is so short and sometimes it is the little things that make the biggest 

difference.  What extraordinary joy to give for no reason at all! 

 

 What blessing to be part of God’s gift giving strategy!  If you are weary 

today ... give to someone else!   Tip your waitress with a $10 rather than a $5!  

If she deserves a $10 ... give her a $20!   

 

 There is no end to the pleasure of giving … not because someone 

deserves it but because we serve a God Who knows the joy of 100 fold giving! 

 

 How about buying ice cream for the neighborhood kids when that ice 

cream truck rings its little bell? 

 

 How about inviting that newly widowed woman at church out to Sunday 

lunch with you and your family? 

 

 How about slipping your pastor a gift card to the mall?  How about it?! 

 

 “And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones 
even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his 

reward.” - Matthew 10:34 

 

 “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good 
measure - pressed down, shaken together and running over.  For by your 
standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” - Luke 6:33 



Day 25 

 

Memorize a Scripture verse every month! 
 
 Memorizing Scripture verses is not just for kids in Sunday School but it is 

for all of God’s children regardless of age! 

 

 The Bible tells us, in Psalm 119: 11, “Your Word have I treasured (hid) 
in my heart that I may not sin against You.” 
 
 When you commit the Word of God to your memory, you are building 

a high-power defense system in your life.  You will be able to stand against the 

schemes of the enemy with a resolve and power that is truly from the throne 

room of the Most High God. 

 

 “I delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your Word.” - Psalm 

119:17.   

 

 Of all of the things that you need to remember in life, do not forget to 

remember the Word of God!  It is so much more than a discipline ... it is 

truly a delight!  There is no way to describe the joy that you will experience as 

God’s Word fills your heart and mind as you go through a difficult day. 

 

 “Even though princes sit and talk against me, Your servant meditates on 
Your statues.” - Psalm 119:23 

 

 No matter who is talking about you or against you, the Word of God will 

define your life in a way that nothing else can.  It will give you a definite and 

abiding strength as you navigate difficult relationships frustrating situations.   

 

 “My soul weeps because of grief; strengthen me according to Your 
Word.” - Psalm 119:28.  When you are going through dark days and lonely 

valleys, it will be the Word of God that gives you a divine strength.  You need 

to memorize a Bible verse or two before your next storm so that the Word 

can stabilize you as you travel through the storm! 

 

 Memorize one Scripture verse every month.  Where to start, you might 

ask?  Well ... I have just given you 4 incredible verses in today’s devotional so 

go for it! 

 


